The Better Priest

Hebrews 5:1-10

Introduction:
I. Qualifications for the Priesthood (in the O.T.) - 5:1-4
A. He Must Be Human and Humane, or He Could Not Represent Humans – 5:1-3
1. “He was taken from among men” (yet he was a sinner, as they were) – 5:1
2. He was appointed for men – 5:2
a. He offered before God: Gifts and Sacrifices - He was appointed to offer before God gifts and sacrifices.

b. He had compassion on men – “μετριοπαθεῖν”
1. On the ignorant

2. On those going astray
c. He was not exempt himself – 5:3

1. He offered first for himself

2. Then he offered for others 
B. He Must Be Called by God, or He Could Not Represent God - 5:4
1. God called Aaron – Exodus 28:1
“Now take ﻿﻿Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may minister to Me as ﻿﻿priest…
2. Self-Appointed Priests were Judged
a. Korah – Num. 16:31
“Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking all these words, that the ground split apart under them, ﻿and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and ﻿﻿all the men with Korah, with all their goods.”
b. Saul – I Samuel 13:13-14
“You have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He commanded you. For now the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. ﻿But now your kingdom shall not continue.”
c. Uzziah – II Chron. 26; Isaiah 6:21
“King Uzziah was a leper until the day of his death. He dwelt in an ﻿﻿isolated house, because he was a leper; for he was cut off from the house of the Lord.”
II. Qualifications of Jesus – 5:5-10

A. He Was Called by God – 5-6
1. First He was called a Son – 5:5

“You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.” 

2. Then He was called a High Priest – 5:6
“You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek”; 
B. He Was Human – 5:7-10

1. The evidence of His humanity – 5:7
a. The progress of His agony – 

1) Prayers

2) Supplications

3) Strong crying

4) Tears 
b. The meaning of His agony – 
1) Deliverance from death on the Cross.

2) Deliverance from death in Gethsemane

3) Deliverance “out of” death
2. The Result of His Humanity – He learned obedience – 5:8

ἔμαθεν- learned  /  ἔπαθεν- suffered
The Son had not obeyed before. The persons of the Godhead are co-equal.

But for the purpose of dealing with man, the Son took a subordinate role. In the process He had to learn to obey the Father. 

He also learned to live as a man, suffer temptation as a man, and to die as a man. Thus, He learned obedience. 

If this seems strange, remember Luke 2:52
“Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men”.
3. The Purpose of His Humanity - To Secure Eternal Salvation – 5:9
He was perfected – Not in His person, but in His office.

He became the source of eternal salvation.
Source – αἴτιος - that in which the cause resides, to those who obey.
Question: What is the “eternal salvation”?

1. You have to obey Him in order to be saved.

2. You have to obey in order to keep your salvation.

3. He is talking about the future salvation and the inheritance which comes by obedience.
Hebrews 1:14 ﻿ ﻿

“Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will ﻿﻿inherit salvation?”
Hebrews 9:15
“And for this reason ﻿﻿He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that ﻿﻿those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 

We receive salvation from the penalty of sin by grace through faith. We receive the inheritance by works.

Conclusion – 5:10

He is called of God – a High Priest after the order of Melchizedek.
Aaron was of the tribe of Levi, the priesthood of the Mosaic covenant.

Jesus is of the tribe of Judah. He is a Priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
